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A few other sites of the Iron Age deserve to be mentioned.
Perumbair in the Chingleput district was examined by A. Rea40
between 1904 and 1908. His excavations resulted in the discovery
of a large number of prehistoric remains differing in many details
from those found at Adittanallur. Here the burial places are
marked by stone circles; in the centre of each was deposited either
a pyriform urn or a pottery cist or a sarcophagus supported on three
rows of short legs. The finds from Perumbair, recovered from both
inside and near the urns, consisted mostly of pottery vessels, iron
implements and chank shell ornaments. The characteristic lugged
pottery was also associated with this site.

In 1910-11 Rea opened some caves at Perungulam near Telli-
cherry in Malabar district. Cut out of laterite rock, they are unlike
the prehistoric tombs found elsewhere. tf Behind the open space in
front/ to quote from Rea's report, 'a few feet below the ground
level, there exist recessed entrances with enclosed slabs. There are
four or five chambers, one within another, in this frame, and the
slab perfectly fits the outermost. The cells within the caves have
cup-like domes, oval at the bottom with a radius on the longer side of
4 feet, and on the shorter of 3 feet. In the centre, a cut stone pillar of
sufficient strength, either circular or square, to withstand the weight
of the laterite roof above, is cut/41 The sepulchral remains were
found in association with iron implements, grinding stone and
pestle, and pottery vessels of various shape. A characteristic form
is the polished red jar with four legs. Examples of a black ware
with polished surface were also found at this site.

Another site examined by Rea was Kaniyampundi42 in the
Coimbatore district, where he found several groups of deposits, each
within a stone circle of boulders. The tomb was supported along the
four sides by stone slabs, which yielded pottery vessels, some with
cuplike lids, and iron implements.